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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is in response to applicant's RCE amendment filed on 06 April 2006. Claims 10- 
20 are now pending in the present application and claims 1-9 are canceled. This office action 
is made Non-Final. 



Continued Examination Under 37 CFR L114 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth 

in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 
1 . 1 7(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 06 April 2006 has been entered. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
3. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 10 and 19-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to comply 
with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the 
relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession of the 
claimed invention. 

a. Claim 10 recites limitation 
14-16 of the claim. 

b. Claim 19 recites limitation 

c. Claim 20 recites limitation 
19-22 of the claim. 

Regarding claims 10 and 19-20, the claims include a limitation that is not supported 
by the specification as originally filed. The applicant is advised to review the subject matter 
of the specification (see pg. 12, line 19 - pg. 13, line 4), which states originates a call The 
Examiner respectfully requests the applicant to provide page(s), line(s), and figure(s) of the 
instant application that supports the limitation of the claim(s) and/or any supportive 
comment(s) to help clarify and resolve this issue(s). 



".. .originating a new call. . .said new call. . ." in the line(s) 

". . .originating a new call. . ." in the line(s) 8 of the claim. 
". . .originating a new call. . .the new call. . in the line(s) 
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4. This list of examples is not intended to be exhaustive. The Examiner respectfully requests 
the applicant to review all claims and clarify the issues as listed above as well as any other 
issue(s) that are not listed. 

5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to 
particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. 

Regarding claim 20, the phrase "or the like" (see line 13 of the claim) renders the 
claim(s) indefinite because the claim(s) include(s) elements not actually disclosed (those 
encompassed by "or the like"), thereby rendering the scope of the claim(s) unascertainable. 
See MPEP § 2173.05(d). 

6. This list of examples is not intended to be exhaustive. The Examiner respectfully requests 
the applicant to review all claims and clarify the issues as listed above as well as any other 
issue(s) that are not listed. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 10-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tokoro (US 
6,349,324) in view of Tsai (US 6,757,301 Bl). 

Regarding claim 10 5 Tokoro discloses a cellular telephone apparatus which has a 
cellular telephone set capable of originating a plurality of calls to a base station (see col. 4, 
lines 48-50; Fig. 1) and communicating with an accessory through sub-communication 
means (see col. 4, lines 56-58; Fig. 1 "ref. 22, 23"), and said accessory capable of 
communicating with said cellular telephone set through said sub-communication means (see 
Figs. 3 "ref. 37, 39-40, 202, 204"; 4 "ref. 205"), and can execute a communication function 
other than a voice communication function by said cellular telephone set through said sub- 
communication means (see col. 8, lines 49-62), where generating an infrared request signal 
for television-telephone connection, said cellular telephone set comprising: 

cellular telephone transceiver means (e.g., radio communication unit 22, 23) for 
originating a plurality of calls to a base station (see col. 4, 46-58; Figs. 1-2); 

sub-communication means for performing communication with said accessory by means 
of a call through a channel (see Fig. 3 "ref. 37 and 39-40"); and 

control means for, causing said cellular telephone transceiver means to start originating a 
new call for voice communication with a remote cellular telephone set (see col. 14, lines 30- 
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5 1), where turning off the television-telephone when moving from one room to another to 
temporarily suspend the television conversation and allowing or continuing a telephone 
conversation based on audio signals teaches of deterioration of the channel or signal to not 
more than a predetermined level. As a note, turning off the television or moving from room 
to room causes deterioration or degradation of the signal between the television and portable 
telephone thus utilization of an image display is not necessary at that particular instance., 

said new call being other than a call used by the cellular telephone set to perform sub- 
communication with the accessory (see col. 14, lines 30-51), and said accessory comprises: 

sub-communication means for performing communication with said cellular telephone 
set (see Fig. 3 "ref 37, 39-40, 202, 204"; 4 "ref 205"); 

expression means for expressing a content transferred by said sub-communication means 
(see Figs. 1 "ref. 205 and 305"; 4 "ref 205"). Tokoro does not specifically disclose having 
the features said cellular telephone set comprising: channel monitoring means for monitoring 
channel quality of said sub-communication means; control means for, causing said cellular 
telephone transceiver means to start originating a new call when the channel quality of said 
sub-communication means has deteriorated to not more than a predetermined level, said 
accessory comprises: channel monitoring means for monitoring channel quality of said sub- 
communication means; and control means for, when the channel quality of said sub- 
communication means has deteriorated to not more than a predetermined level, notifying said 
cellular telephone set of the corresponding information. However, the examiner maintains 
that the features said cellular telephone set comprising: channel monitoring means for 
monitoring channel quality of said sub-communication means; control means for, causing 
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said cellular telephone transceiver means to start originating a new call when the channel 
quality of said sub-communication means has deteriorated to not more than a predetermined 
level, said accessory comprises: channel monitoring means for monitoring channel quality of 
said sub-communication means; and control means for, when the channel quality of said sub- 
communication means has deteriorated to not more than a predetermined level, notifying said 
cellular telephone set of the corresponding information was well known in the art, as taught 
by Tsai. 

In the same field of endeavor, Tsai discloses the features said cellular telephone set 
comprising: channel monitoring means for monitoring channel quality of said sub- 
communication means; control means for, causing said cellular telephone transceiver means 
to start originating a new call when the channel quality of said sub-communication means has 
deteriorated to not more than a predetermined level, said accessory comprises: channel 
monitoring means for monitoring channel quality of said sub-communication means; and 
control means for, when the channel quality of said sub-communication means has 
deteriorated to not more than a predetermined level, notifying said cellular telephone set of 
the corresponding information (see col. 2, lines 54-58; col. 5, lines 10-39; Figs. 2-3 and 5), 
where the device switches operating modes according to energy statistics when monitoring 
exchanged data, if the device is operated in data exchange mode (PCM mode, used with 
fax/modem data) and silence is detected or speech is encoded according to energy statistics 
the operation is switched to operate in voice mode. For example, the method switches the 
device from a data transfer mode to a voice mode if the frames counter exceeds a preset 
frames counter threshold. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Tokoro and Tsai to have the features 
said cellular telephone set comprising: channel monitoring means for monitoring channel 
quality of said sub-communication means; control means for, causing said cellular telephone 
transceiver means to start originating a new call when the channel quality of said sub- 
communication means has deteriorated to not more than a predetermined level, said 
accessory comprises: channel monitoring means for monitoring channel quality of said sub- 
communication means; and control means for, when the channel quality of said sub- 
communication means has deteriorated to not more than a predetermined level, notifying said 
cellular telephone set of the corresponding information, in order to detect transmission 
energy to allow switching between fax/modem, silence, or voice operation mode, as taught 
by Tsai (see col. 1, lines 54-65). 

Regarding claim 11, the combination of Tokoro and Tsai discloses every limitation 
claimed, as applied above (see claim 10), in addition Tokoro further discloses an apparatus 
according to claim 10, wherein said accessory comprises a videophone unit (see col. 7, lines 
4-20; col. 4, lines 56-61; Fig. 1 "ref. 205"), where the system uses a television unit for 
generating video signals. 

Regarding claim 12, the combination of Tokoro and Tsai discloses every limitation 
claimed, as applied above (see claim 10), in addition Tokoro further discloses an apparatus 
according to claim 10, wherein said accessory comprises a musical unit (see col. 7, lines 4- 
20; Fig. 1 "ref. 205"), where the system uses a television unit for generating audio signals. 
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Regarding claim 13-15, the combination of Tokoro and Tsai discloses every 
limitation claimed, as applied above (see claims 10-12), in addition Tokoro further discloses 
an apparatus according to claims 10-12, wherein said sub-communication means is infrared 
communication (see col. 4, lines 56-58; col. 5, lines 3-8; Fig. 1). 

Claims 16-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tokoro (US 
6,349,324) in view of Tsai (US 6,757,301 Bl) as applied to claims 10 above, and further in 
view of Tryding (US 5,880,732). 

Regarding claims 16-18, the combination of Tokoro and Tsai discloses every 
limitation claimed as applied above in claims 10-12. The combination of Tokoro and Tsai 
does not specifically disclose having the feature wherein said sub-communication means is 
radio communication. However, the examiner maintains that the feature wherein said sub- 
communication means is radio communication was well known in the art, as taught by 
Tryding. 

In the same field of endeavor, Tryding discloses the feature wherein said sub- 
communication means is radio communication (see col. 2, lines 52-61). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Tokoro, Tsai, and Tryding to have the 
feature wherein said sub-communication means is radio communication, in order provide the 
usage of an external display monitor for the presentation of mobile telephone display 
information, as taught by Tryding (see col. 1, lines 39-42). 
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Regarding claim 19, Tokoro discloses a communication method for a cellular 
telephone apparatus including a cellular telephone set capable of originating a call in addition 
to a call for voice communication (see col. 4, lines 56-58; Fig. 1 "ref. 22-23"), and 

an accessory capable of communicating with the cellular telephone set through a call by 
using a radio channel for sub-communication (see Figs. 3 "ref. 37, 39-40, 202, 204"; 4 "ref. 
205"), 

when the cellular telephone set can perform voice communication with a remote cellular 
telephone set (see col. 14, lines 30-51), 

the cellular telephone set is allowed to perform voice communication with the remote 
cellular telephone set by originating a new call, other than a call used by the cellular 
telephone set to perform said sub-communication with the accessory (see col. 14, lines 30- 
51), where turning off the television-telephone when moving from one room to another to 
temporarily suspend the television conversation and allowing or continuing a telephone 
conversation based on audio signals teaches of deterioration of the channel or signal to not 
more than a predetermined level. As a note, turning off the television or moving from room 
to room causes deterioration or degradation of the signal between the television and portable 
telephone thus utilization of an image display is not necessary at that particular instance. 
Tokoro does not specifically disclose having the feature wherein even if channel quality of a 
radio channel for the sub-communication has deteriorated to not more than a predetermined 
level. However, the examiner maintains that the features wherein even if channel quality of a 
radio channel for the sub-communication has deteriorated to not more than a predetermined 
level was well known in the art, as taught by Tsai. 
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In the same field of endeavor, Tsai discloses the feature wherein even if channel 
quality of a radio channel for the sub-communication has deteriorated to not more than a 
predetermined level (see col. 2, lines 54-58; col. 5, lines 10-39; Figs. 2-3 and 5), where the 
device switches operating modes according to energy statistics when monitoring exchanged 
data, if the device is operated in data exchange mode (PCM mode, used with fax/modem 
data) and silence is detected or speech is encoded according to energy statistics the operation 
is switched to operate in voice mode. For example, the method switches the device from a 
data transfer mode to a voice mode if the frames counter exceeds a preset frames counter 
threshold. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Tokoro, Tsai, and Try ding to have the 
feature wherein even if channel quality of a radio channel for the sub-communication has 
deteriorated to not more than a predetermined level, in order to detect transmission energy to 
allow switching between fax/modem, silence, or voice operation mode, as taught by Tsai (see 
col. 1, lines 54-65). 

Regarding claim 20, Tokoro discloses a communication method of communicating 
between cellular telephone apparatuses with each other, each of said apparatuses including a 
cellular telephone set capable of originating a call in addition to a call for normal voice 
communication (see col. 4, lines 56-58; Fig. 1 "ref. 22-23"), and an accessory capable of 
communicating with the cellular telephone set by making use of a radio channel for 
sub-communication through a call (see Fig. 3 "ref. 37, 39-40, 202, 204"; 4 "ref. 205"), 
comprising the steps of: 
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inputting a telephone number of a remote cellular telephone apparatus by operating a ten- 
key mounted in an originating cellular telephone apparatus so as to start the sub- 
communication (see col. 5, lines 36-42; Fig. 2 "ref. 16 and 16A"); 

transmitting corresponding information through infrared light from the accessory to a 
cellular telephone set mounted in said originating cellular phone apparatus so as to originate 
a call (see col. 5, lines 56-63; col. 8, lines 48-53; Fig. "ref. 16 A"); 

starting communication from the cellular telephone set mounted in said originating 
cellular telephone apparatus to the remote cellular telephone apparatus through base stations 
(see col. 7, line 63 - col. 8 5 line 7; Fig. 1 "ref. 201, 301, 231-1, 231-2") and 

activating display units to transmit and receive a sensed image signal and the like and 
display a corresponding images so as to perform videophone communication (see col. 12, 
line 8 - col. 13, line 7); 

checking whether communication using a voice call can be performed between cellular 
telephone sets respectively mounted in said cellular telephone apparatuses (see col. 7, line 63 
- col. 8, line 47), where the portable telephone outputting an electric wave conveying a 
calling signal to the closet base station, then an electric wave conveying the call signal is 
transmitted by the base station to another portable telephone for voice communications; 

originating a new call from the cellular telephone set mounted in the originating cellular 
telephone apparatus to the cellular telephone set mounted in the remote cellular telephone 
apparatus, the new call being other than a call used for the sub-communication (see col. 7, 
line 63 - col. 8, line 47); 
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starting voice communication when the voice call is originated (see col. 7, line 63 - col. 8 5 
line 47); and 

terminating the sub-communication (see col. 14, lines 30-51), where turning off the 
television-telephone when moving from one room to another to temporarily suspend the 
television conversation and allowing or continuing a telephone conversation based on audio 
signals teaches of deterioration of the channel or signal to not more than a predetermined 
level. As a note, turning off the television or moving from room to room causes deterioration 
or degradation of the signal between the television and portable telephone thus utilization of 
an image display is not necessary at that particular instance. Tokoro does not specifically 
disclose having the features monitoring a channel quality of the sub-communication to 
determine whether the channel quality has deteriorated to a predetermined level or less; if the 
channel quality is determined to be deteriorated to a predetermined level or less. However, 
the examiner maintains that the features monitoring a channel quality of the sub- 
communication to determine whether the channel quality has deteriorated to a predetermined 
level or less; if the channel quality is determined to be deteriorated to a predetermined level 
or less was well known in the art, as taught by Tsai. 

In the same field of endeavor, Tsai discloses the features monitoring a channel quality 
of the sub-communication to determine whether the channel quality has deteriorated to a 
predetermined level or less; if the channel quality is determined to be deteriorated to a 
predetermined level or less (see col. 2, lines 54-58; col. 5, lines 10-39; Figs. 2-3 and 5), 
where the device switches operating modes according to energy statistics when monitoring 
exchanged data, if the device is operated in data exchange mode (PCM mode, used with 



Application/Control Number: 09/855,242 Page 14 

Art Unit: 2617 

fax/modem data) and silence is detected or speech is encoded according to energy statistics 
the operation is switched to operate in voice mode. For example, the method switches the 
device from a data transfer mode to a voice mode if the frames counter exceeds a preset 
frames counter threshold. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Tokoro, Tsai, and Try ding to have the 
features monitoring a channel quality of the sub-communication to determine whether the 
channel quality has deteriorated to a predetermined level or less; if the channel quality is 
determined to be deteriorated to a predetermined level or less, in order to detect transmission 
energy to allow switching between fax/modem, silence, or voice operation mode, as taught 
by Tsai (see col. 1, lines 54-65). 
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Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments filed 06 April 2006 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

The Examiner respectfully disagrees with applicant's arguments as the applied 
reference(s) provide more than adequate support and to further clarify (see the above claims). 

9. Applicant amended the claim language but failed to provide support (i.e., page(s), 
line(s), and drawing(s)) for the newly amended claim language. The Examiner requests 
applicant to provide support for the response filed 06 April 2006 and any further amended 
claim language. 

Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

a. Slotznick (US 7,058,356 B2) discloses "Telephone Device With Enhanced Audio- 
Visual Features For Interacting With Nearby Displays And Display Screens". 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Willie J. Daniel, Jr. whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7907. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Marsha D. Banks-Harold can be reached on (571) 272-7905. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273- 
8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access 
to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 
(toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or 
access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 
571-272-1000. 



/WJDJR/ 




WJD,JR 

18 September 2006 



